CoLORADO CATTLEMEN'S
AGRICULTURAL LAND TRUST

Saguache Creek:

A history of ranching and
a bright future for
a mountain valley

n 1998, a group of ranchers in the
ISuguuL‘he Creek Valley on the
northwest side of the San Luis
Valley contacted CCALT looking for a
way to keep their area intact and in agri-
culture in the face of growing pressure o
sell out for development. The Saguache
Creek corridor consists of a narrow ribbon
of private land stretching 25 miles west
from the Town of Saguache. These private
lands are surrounded by about 350,000
acres of public land administered by the
Bureau of Land Management and the Rio
Grande National Forest which are utilized
by historic grazing associations.

Their interest has now developed into a
very successful local conservation effort.
Since 2001, CCALT has partnered in the
protection of eight ranches, covering about
7,000 acres of productive irrigated hay and
pasture land. With an increasing level of

Overview of the permanently protected Flying X Ranch in the Saguache Creek Corridor.

interest from local landowners, we looked
for ways 1o expand CCALT's ability 1o
help additional ranchers protect their pro-
ductive agricultural properties.

Last December, Great Outdoors
Colorado awarded CCALT a three-year
grant of $3.7 million to help purchase
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additional conservation easements from
the lineup of committed local ranchers.
This commitment by GOCO was matched
in May by a $1.7 million grant award from
the USDA's Farm and Ranchland
Protection Program.
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