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This report summarizes another remarkable year for the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT).  
CCALT did very well, with 34 transactions completed and the protection of nearly 20,000 acres of ranchland across 
Colorado.  However, total acreage protected and actual number of transactions are only crude measurements of what 
CCALT really does for Colorado’s working landscapes.  The Board and staff of CCALT prefer to look at our work in 
terms of people and places.

For example, this perspective includes the rancher who called after his conservation easement closed to thank us and to 
say that for the first time, he knew that his kids would be able to inherit the ranch.  He was standing there surrounded by 
his cattle that afternoon, just soaking it all in and proud of what he was able to do for his family and his community.

CCALT is also working with several 
traditional ranch families on conservation 
options in North Park.  These ranchers now 
have a real chance to keep Colorado’s largest 
untouched mountain valley intact and in 
agricultural production.

Ranchers and landscapes make up 
communities.  One example is in Chaffee 
County, where ranchers and other local 
leaders are increasingly seeing agricultural 
conservation easements as an economic 
tool.  Conservation easements are not 
only a way to protect land, but they also 
protect economies that rely on scenic views, 
recreation and tourism.  

The Upper Arkansas River Valley is not an 
easy place for us to work, with sky high land 
values and immense pressure for ranchers 
to sell their water to downstream users.  
However, after about five years of work, 

we are seeing real success in that area.  It is our hope that we will be able to start talking about a protected working 
landscape there in the next few years.

CCALT is also proud of our efficient use of private donations and public conservation dollars.  We have a professional 
and lean staff of just eight.  This small group turned our modest operating budget into more than 33 million dollars in 
conservation easements in 2010.  Few land trusts can match this level of success, not only in terms of total acreage 
protected, but also the low operational costs we maintain; about $10 per acre protected.

We live in a time of increasing uncertainty, and while cattle prices are high and developers scarce today, we know both 
won’t last.  At CCALT we see opportunities and know that the next few years have incredible opportunity for ranchland 
conservation in Colorado.  Your support has been critical to our achievements and we are counting on you to share in 
our future success.  Thanks again!

William E.L. Fales	
Board President		
		

Bill Fales and Chris West at the CCALT Sunset BBQ in Ridgway, CO

Chris West
Executive Director
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W hat is CCALT?
The Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT) was formed in 1995 by 
the membership of the Colorado Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) to help Colorado’s 
ranchers and farmers protect their agricultural lands and encourage continuing 
agricultural production. CCA was the first state livestock association in the nation 

to form a land trust.  More than 30 land trusts operate in Colorado, and until CCALT’s founding; none exclusively 
served the needs of the agricultural community.  The Land Trust partners with willing landowners to protect productive 
agricultural acres all across the state.  CCALT remains the only exclusively agricultural land trust in Colorado.

CCALT was created by ranchers with the interests of the landowner in mind; with the goal to help ranchers keep their 
land in agricultural production.  The primary emphasis is to increase awareness among farmers and ranchers 
about the use of easements and other conservation opportunities.  Agricultural landowners own and 
are the stewards of more than 80% of the private land in Colorado; including river valleys, 
prime wildlife habitat, and expansive ranches that cover the eastern plains, high 
mountain valleys and the western slope.  These are the areas that are 
most threatened by development.  CCALT is uniquely positioned 
to assist these landowners in protecting Colorado’s working 
landscapes. 

Our mission...
The Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust protects productive agricultural lands and the 

conservation values they provide by working with ranchers and farmers, thereby preserving Colorado’s 
ranching heritage and rural communities.

CCALT is a land trust crea
ted for 

landowners by landowners

Joy Wooten ©



2010 Financial Overview
CCALT is proud of its 16-year record of fiscal responsibility and organizational growth.  In 2010, the conservation 
easements accepted by the Land Trust were valued at $33,139,269.  CCALT raised $3,085,522 in grants for 
conservation easement purchases and its landowner partners donated more than $30 million in land value!  CCALT has 
a dedicated Stewardship Endowment Fund to provide for the long-term stewardship of its conservation easements and 
it adds to that Fund with each new project.   As of December 31, 2010, the Fund balance was $2,004,351.
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CCALT is proactive in its efforts to defend the conservation easements that it holds and this is one way that it can 
support landowners who have conserved their lands with CCALT.  The Legal Defense Fund provides security that 
landowners’ wishes for their property will be upheld in perpetuity against threats such as condemnation or third party 
trespass.  As of December 31, 2010, the Fund balance was $175,908.



2010 Donors
The Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust would like to express our sincere thanks to those individuals, businesses, and 

organizations that have partnered in CCALT’s unique vision.  
We particularly want to thank the 34 landowners who contributed easements in 2010.

Cowboy 
$5,000 - $9,999	
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Allan Beezley
Peter & Deedee Decker
William Fales & Marj Perry
Penny Lewis
Robert Lindner, Jr.
Randy & Claricy Rusk
K. H. Stapleton

Trail Boss 
$10,000 - $25,000	

Denny and Joy Swanson & the
    Wayne Swanson Charitable Fund

Wrangler
$1,000 - $4,999	
Richard & Mary Lyn Ballantine
Field Mike & Janice Bohart
Bradbury Family Partnership
Colorado Conservation Connection
Miles & Jeanne Davies
Michael & Tauna Dowling
Ben & Laurie Duke
Jay & Gael Fetcher
Linda Gerrans
Newell & Judy Grant
Donald Holmes
George & Janie Hutchison
Stan Johnson
Larry & Nancy Kueter
Herb & Deb LaMee
Bill & Rita Larson
J. Landis & Sharon Martin
John & Laurie McBride
Koger Propst
Donald Robotham
   in honor of Marie M. Robotham
Round Mountain Ranch, LLC
William & Joanne Sinclaire
Benjamin Stapleton III 
Thomas & Kristen Stoever
Vernon Summer
Ed & Cheri Trousil
Peter Welles

Line Rider
$500 - $999	

Robert & Carol Allison
Robert & Carolyn Barnett
Robert & Martha Barnhardt
Dr. & Mrs. William Beck
Kyle Blackman
Steve Boyle
Michael Branham & Elizabeth Searle
Thomas & Kristy Collins
Maud Duke

Tawnya Ernst
John Fielder
Kevin & Paula Greiman
William & Sally Harvey
Isaacson Rosenbaum, PC
Elizabeth Kirkpatrick
Richard & Heather Knight
David & Dawn Kueter
Charlie & Jennie Kurtz
James & Katharine Kurtz
Katherine Loo
Ray & Karen Manner
Bill McKee
C.J. & Nancy Mucklow
Nancy Petry
Keith & Colleen Poole
Robert & Susan Reid
Stuart Roberts & Lulu Gould
Paul & Patricia Robotham
   in memory of Marie M. Robotham
Kevin & Elaine Shea
John Sprengle
James & Diana Sturrock
Ron & Kathy Treiber
Roy Wardell
Chris & Kyle West
Mac & Jean West
Western Land Group
Tim & Annie Wohlgenant

Explorer
$1 - $499	

Anonymous
Anonymous
   in honor of Walker & Whitney Milhoan
Dale Allee
Gilbert & Stephanie Anderson
Ray Anilionis
David Armstrong & Susan Jessup
Arnie Butler & Company
Dennis Ashley
Carolyn Aspelin
Herbert & Laura May Bacon
Steve & Nancy Baker
Michael & Andrea Banks
   in honor of Sandra Drake & 
   Tim Wohlgenant
Ed & Frances Barlow
Dawn Barton
Mike Beam
George & Pam Beardsley
Dan Beaton
Lynn Beek
Matt & Christy Belton
Janice Bennett
Rae Benton
Richard & Suzanne Benton
Thomas & Cathy Berg
Berniger, Berg & Diver
LaFawn Biddle

Tillie & Pat Bishop
   in memory of Dave Rice
Gordon & Beverly Black
Blue Mountain Environmental 
Consulting
Steve & Jane Boand
Dave & Adriana Bombard
Tim & Janet Borden
B.K. & Katherine Borgen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boswell
Mackintosh & Knobby Brown
Reeves & Penny Brown
Brown, Wheeldon, Tafoya & Barrett
Ken & Cathy Bryan
   in honor of Roland Wilson
Leah Burgess & Aaron Swallow
Jennifer Callender
Alan Carpenter
Willis & Barbara Carpenter
Joe & Tina Cary
John Cheney
Douglas & Jocelyn Childs
Kevin & Joan Chismire
David & Marianne Christensen
Liza Clarke
John Close
Cloud Peak Energy Resources
James Coleman
Polly Coleman
David Conley 
Marvin Conrad
Richard & Barbara Crow
Justin Cumming
Don & Vonnie Cummings
Gigi Darricades & Mike Gibson
Rio de la Vista
Colin Deihl & Dina Clark
George Delullo & 
   Charlotte Mirabella
Design Works
Joanne Ditmer
Robert & Nancy Dolphin
Rita Donham & James Burgess
Daryl & Barb Dowdy
Carol Duell
Ben & Laurie Duke
   in honor of Chris West
Martin & Jane Dumler
Robert & Beth Duncan
Patricia Dyer-Kerr
Earthwork Conservation Planning
Ken Egan
George & Sonja Ek
John & Melissa Eliot
Bruce Etkin
Terry & Judith Everett
Ernie Fazekas
Flora Fieldman
Bridget Fisher
Michael & Sheri Folsom
JR Ford

George & Sally Fosha
Bret & Brooke Fox
Stephen & Susan Frasier
Charles & Marie Frederickson
James Free
Jonathan Friedman & 
   Deborah Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. L.C. Fulenwider III
Jack Gaffney, Jr. 
James Gallagher 
   in honor of John Fetcher
Donald & Nancy Glenn
Erik & Shelby Glenn
Thomas Gougeon & 
   Donna Middlebrooks
Alison Graff
Newell & Judy Grant
   in honor of Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Patrick & Carla Grant
Robert & Katherine Grether
Gina Guy
Michael & Keana Hall
James Hammond
Ann Hanna
Larry Harvey
Richard & Jane Hart
Charles Hathaway
Leo & Carole Hayward
Harley & Lorraine Higbie
Ed & Jayne Hill
Gene Hollenbeck
Keith & Debbie Holsinger
Kent Holsinger & Erin Silver
Paul & Crystal Holsinger
Pieter & Helen Hondius
Arie & Sharon Hoogendoorn
Miriam Horn & Charles Sabel
Skylar Houston
Ryland Howard
   in honor of John Tweedy 10th Mtn. 
Cal & Penny Howe
Carter & Louise Jackson
Cable & Elaine Jackson, Jr.
Chris & Jane Jensen
Juniper Katz
James Kelley & Amie Knox
Peter & Marne Kellogg
Arthur Kelton
Stephan & Dawn Kettler
Sunde King
   in memory of Marjalee Trainor
Hugh & Urling Kingery
Klauzer & Tremaine, LLC
Bernard & Tyler Knott
Kogovsek & Associates, Inc.
Vince & Joan Kontny
Lindsay Kosnik
Sandy & Dorothy Kraemer
June Kross
Frank & Monty Kugeler
William & Alma Kurtz



2010 Donors Continued

In Kind Donations	
	

Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
Arthur & Baba Bosworth
Tom & Margaret Bradbury, Sr.
Busy Beee Printing
Leah Burgess
Peter & Deedee Decker
Design Works
Jay & Gael Fetcher
John Fielder
Bret & Brooke Fox
Newell & Judy Grant
Buck & Janie Hutchison
Richard & Heather Knight
Tyler Knott
Herb LaMee
John Land Le Coq
C.J. & Nancy Mucklow 
Nancy Petry
RIGS Fly Shop
Randy & Claricy Rusk
Bill & Lindsay Serrell
William & Joanne Sinclaire

Explorer Continued
$1 - $499
Land Trust Alliance
Nelson & Nee Cee Lane
Sharon LanyonPierce
Jim & Deané LaRue
Dale & Janine Lasater
Richard & Jane Lass
Tommy Latousek & 
   Dr. Eva Malanowski
John LeCoq
Kenneth & Carol Lipton
Fred Lombardi
John & Susannah Lunt
Natalie Lutz
Tom & Sydney Macy
Chuck & Peggy Malloy
Megan Manner
Sara Mattes
Michael & Erika Maxwell
David May
Miriam Mazel & 
   Mark Hockenberg
Paul McCaw
Jack & Lois McCormick
C B & Katharine McCoy
Warren & Pat McDonald
Tim and Donna McFlynn
Jerry & Mary McMorris
Brian & Jennifer McPeek
Meader Ranch, Inc.
Brent Mello & 
   Jennifer Lakins Mello
Nick & Tracy Metzler
Ezra Milchman & James Turney
Larry & Mary Kay Monger
Gene & June Moore
William & Margaret Morton
   for the Kent L. Rickenbaugh Memorial Fund
Peter Mueller
Norman Munk
Jack Muse
Forrest & Connie Nelson
Dorothy Nepa
Edward Nichols
Peter Nichols
Tricia Nichols
Will & Shirley Nicholson, Jr. 

Please accept our sincere apologies for any unintentional mistakes or names that have been omitted.   We have listed only donations 
that were received in our office by 12/31/2010.   Any year-end donations that arrived in January will be listed in our 2011 report. 

Kent & Ruth Obee
Thomas O’Donnell
Jack & Alta Orr
Elizabeth Paris
Charles & Marsha Parker
Robert & Bunny Patterson
Sally Pearce
Greg Peterson
Harry & Mae Peterson
Scott & Kisti Pieratt
Dan Pike
Cliff & Christopher Polk
Powell & Murphy PC
Christine Quinlan
Ken Ransford
Rare Earth Science
Reeves, Riggs & Brenner, LLC
Katherine Rich
   for the Kent L. Rickenbaugh 
  Memorial Fund
Robert & Myra Rich
Jeff Richard
Rachel Richards
Elizabeth Richardson
Gary & Judith Riessen
Ninia Ritchie
John & Linda Roberts
Douglas Robotham
   in honor of Marie M. Robotham
Sarah Robotham & Ira Kaplan
   in honor of Marie M. Robotham
William Robotham
   in honor of Marie M. Robotham
Kenny & Jody Rogers
Peter & Marjorie Roosevelt
Michael Rosenberg
James & Barb Ross
Dean & Susan Rossi
Harvey & Jean Rusk
Saguache County Board 
   of Commissioners
Bill & Barb Sanders
   in honor of Bill & Barbara Lawson
Jackie Sanderson
Kendall Sansing
Theodore Schaal
Dan Schlager
Stephen Schooley
Schwenke & Associates, PC

Photograph: Frye Ranch in Routt County

Anonymous Foundation
Colorado Conservation Trust
Colorado Division of Wildlife
Flying Diamond Ranch
   Foundation 
Great Northern Tavern
   Foundation 
Great Outdoors Colorado
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation 

Wesley & Marty Segelke
George Jr. & Sarah Seidel
Dilworth & Judy Sellers
Kay Sellers
Bill & Lindsay Serrell
Thomas & Sandy Sharp
Dana Shaw
Michael & Virginia Shaw
William & Deborah Silberstein
Evan Slack
Paul & Noreen Slivon
SLW Ranch Company
Dudley & Ronda Smith, Jr.
Paul Snyder & Marty Frick
Mark & Debra Sommer
Phil Sotel
Dan & Linda Souders
Michael Spearman
   in honor of Caren Spearman
Carl & Karen Spina
James Spitzley
Justin Spring
Toby Sprunk
Robert Stanley
Carl Steidtmann & Kathleen Cline
Jon & Sue Stephens
John Stokes & Deborah Warshaw
James & Colleen Stone
   in honor of Russell Davis
Michael & Kathleen Strang
Alyssa Street
David Stromberger
   in honor of Henry Stromberger, Jr.
Thomas Swanson
Tamata, LLC
James & Cindy Tanner
Tax Credit Connection
Moses & Elizabeth Taylor
Philip Teeter & Ann Sjoberg
Teller Park Conservation District
Alexander Jr. & Dorothea Thomson 
Frances Tisdel & Ben Tisdel
The Tisdel Law Firm, PC
Robert & Vivian Toan
John Tschirky
   in honor of the Saguache Creek Corridor
Tammee Tuttle
Carl & Jan Vail
Jay & Dori Van Loan

Garrett Varra
Vela Ranches, LLC
Morris & Verna Ververs
Gary & Gail Volk
Joseph & Judi Wagner
Lawlor Wakem
Daniel & Lisa Walker
George & Nancy Wallace
Ardis Wallbank
   in memory of Linc Wallbank
Robert Warner
Charles & Emma Warren
Richard & Paula Wenham
Gordan & Lola Westdahl
   in memory of George F. Williams
Mark Weston
Robert & Ruth Willey
Matthew Wills & Julia Ryan Wills
   In honor of Dale & Janine Lasater
Craig Winterburn
Ruth Wright
WSGALT
Jerry & Karen Zink

We would like to thank the organizations that provided grants in 2010.  
CCALT appreciates our partnership with the following organizations:

Grants & Foundation Partners

Mrs. Katherine H. Loo & the
  Dusty and Kathy Loo Fund of the 
  Pikes Peak Community Foundation
PJK Fund of the Yampa Valley 
     Community Foundation
Routt County PDR Program
Tax Credit Connection
The Gilman Family Foundation 
The Nature Conservancy

The Moore Charitable & Trinchera Foundations
The Samuel Gary Jr. Family Foundation 
The William H. Donner Foundation &
   the Donner Fund of the Pikes Peak
   Community Foundation
USDA Natural Resources 
     Conservation Service
Warner Family Charitable Fund
Watermolen Foundation



our generations of the Rusk Family live on their ranch 
in the Wet Mountain Valley near Westcliffe.  About a 

decade ago, the family turned to CCALT as they were 
looking to use a conservation easement to protect the 
ranch and help them pass it on to future generations.  
Several of the Rusks neighbors did the same and they 
now sit in the midst of about 10,000 acres that have 
been protected by CCALT and the local land trust.

Randy and Claricy’s involvement started when their 
easement was complete and Randy joined the CCALT 
Board in 2004.  “CCALT had done a tremendous service 
to my family and my community, and I decided it was 
my turn to help them,” Randy said.  Randy is now Vice 
President and is the Lands Committee Chair, which 
reviews each new conservation project.

The Rusks are always looking for ways to improve their ranching operation and help the Land Trust.  In 2009, they launched 

Focusing on Our Donors
Randy and Claricy Rusk

Randy Rusk - Photo by Claricy Rusk

Prime Time Beef, a grass finished product sold directly to consumers for just a few weeks each fall, the “Prime Time.”  
While not a major part of their operation yet, this effort has allowed them to accomplish two other things, connect 
consumers with where their food comes from, and support the Land Trust.  In 2010, the Rusks donated 10% of the sales 
of Prime Time Beef to CCALT.

“It’s really a kick to be somewhere and have someone give you a big hug and thank you for raising tasty beef,” Randy 
added.  “That’s something that doesn’t always happen to a beef producer and the fact that it gives us a way to make a 
significant contribution to the land trust is icing on the cake.”    

F

Routt County Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) Program

Routt County PDR Board on a ranch visit near Yampa
Left to Right: Dean Rossi, Ron Roundtree, Mary Kay Monger, Carl Vail, 

Tarn Dickerson, Helena Silva, Claire Sollars and Allan White

Routt County voters enacted a mill levy in 1997 and again 
in 2006 to provide local funding for the protection of 
Routt County’s ranches, wildlife habitats and wide open 
spaces.  Through a competitive grant program, funding 
goes to conservation easements held by land trusts and 
often leverages state and federal funding.  Over the past 
several years, CCALT has developed a very productive 
partnership with the PDR Program.

In 2010, CCALT protected several ranches in partnership 
with PDR, including the Frye Ranch near Steamboat Lake 
State Park, the Chew Ranch, and the Del’s Triangle Three 
Ranch near Clark.  In 2011, we anticipate that another half 
dozen conservation projects will be completed using PDR 
funding.  “Routt County is a place that cares about their 
agricultural heritage and their agricultural future and this 
program demonstrates that commitment,” said Bill Fales, 
CCALT Board President.
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